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SPIR ITUAL RESPONSIVENESS
Spiritual responsiveness is one of eight discipleship guides for the Dimensions of Discipleship
series. It doesn’t matter which guide you start with—start wherever you’d like and move on to
wherever God is leading you next. When we live in the dynamic rhythm and flow of a missional
life, we need to take our cues from the Holy Spirit.
These eight guides are organized according to the tree diagram below; examine it to see how all
of the pieces fit together. Spiritual responsiveness means actively listening to the Holy Spirit and
taking action according to what we are hearing. It connects our experience of God to actions
that demonstrate that experience.
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Spiritual responsiveness describes how we choose to respond to the work of God in our lives.
It involves actively listening and then taking action according to what we are hearing. God is
present and at work in the world, drawing us closer to him. How we decide to respond is up to
us. Scripture advises us on this count:

“Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our
lives.” Galatians 5:25
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his
will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” Proverbs 3:5-6
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” James 1:22

As God draws near to us through his scriptures, through other people,
through the Holy Spirit, what will we do? Will we run and hide, as Adam
and Eve did in the garden? Will we step forward in faith even when we
don’t know what’s next, as Abraham did? How will we open ourselves
to hearing God’s voice and discerning what he is calling us to do? The
spiritual responsiveness guide is designed to help us engage questions
like these. The following five-part journey covers these five essential
expressions of spiritual responsiveness:

“Being a Christian
is less about
cautiously avoiding
sin than about
courageously and
actively doing
God’s will.” —
Dietrich Bonheoffer

Receiving guidance and empowerment from the Holy Spirit
Discerning opportunities for involvement in God’s work
Checking what you’re hearing with scripture and your faith community
Acting in faith through loving obedience
Listening for God’s calling in your life

Meet together in a group of three or four to talk through each of these expressions. Ask each
other these questions. Wait for and listen to responses from the heart. Encourage, challenge,
and affirm one another. Go at your own pace: you can do one a week or one a month, whatever
pace works best for you. Be sure to allow enough time to live into these behaviors.
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PAR T 1: RECEIVING GUIDANCE AND EMPOWER MENT
FROM THE HOLY SPIR IT
KEY QUESTION: HOW ARE YOU OPENING YOURSELF UP TO RECEIVE GUIDANCE
AND EMPOWERMENT FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT?
We cannot live as we are called to live on our own. We are simply not
capable of it. We need the power of the Holy Spirit. Only the Holy Spirit
guiding us and speaking to us and empowering us will allow us to respond
to what God is calling us to do. We are in a position of need.
How then can we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit? How can we listen
for his voice? How can we receive his power? We need to come to God in
prayer with a spirit of humility and supplication, recognizing that without
the power of the Spirit, we cannot live out what God has called us toward.
That power is how the early church was built and how the church continues
to be built-- through our receiving guidance and empowerment from the
Spirit.

“If God can
work through
me, he can
work through
anyone.”
—Saint Francis
of Assisi

PR AYER
Ask God to fill you with his power and his Spirit. Ask him to guide you toward what he wants you
to do. Ask him to give you a listening ear for his voice and a willing heart to obey it. Then wait in
a posture of attentiveness.
This week read and reflect daily on the scripture below. Open a natural flow of conversational
prayer with the Holy Spirit as you meditate on the scriptures, inviting him to reveal himself
to you. Then gather with those who journey alongside you and interact over the discipleship
questions.

Luke 24:49:
49
“And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the
city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.”
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Acts 2:1-21:
On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and
it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues
of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with
the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them
this ability.
5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard
the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages
being spoken by the believers.
They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from
Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia,
10
Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both
Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in
our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and
perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.
7

13

But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”

Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen
carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These
people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too
early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel:
14

‘In the last days,’ God says,
‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
Your young men will see visions,
and your old men will dream dreams.
18
In those days I will pour out my Spirit
even on my servants—men and women alike—
and they will prophesy.
19
And I will cause wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below—
blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
17
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The sun will become dark,
and the moon will turn blood red
before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives.
21
But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.’
20

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS:
When are you most aware of relying on the Holy Spirit?
How are you waiting for him?
What are you hearing from the Holy Spirit? How are you listening?
What do you really want God to empower you to do?
How can you pray for one another as you wait to receive guidance and empowerment from the
Spirit?

ACTION STEPS
In light of this, what is God asking you to do?

How will you do this?

			
When will you do this?

Who will help you?
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PAR T 2: DISCERNING OPPOR TUNITIES FOR
INVOLVEMENT IN GOD’S WORK
KEY QUESTION: WHERE—AND IN WHOM—DO YOU SEE OPPORTUNITIES TO BE
INVOLVED IN GOD’S WORK?
One of the most powerful recognitions we can have as we respond to the
leading of God is that he has already gone before us. We are not alone; he
already sent his Holy Spirit to prepare the way. He calls us to be faithful,
to do what we can with what we have, but the results of our faithfulness
do not lie with us. God is already at work in others long before we come
on the scene. He chooses to use us and work through us. Part of our
faithfulness is simply paying attention to what God is already doing and
following his lead.

“Stop asking God
to bless what
you’re doing.
Find out what
God’s doing. It’s
already blessed.”
—Bono

God is at work everywhere-- all around us. Look around you. Where can
you see him at work? What evidence has he left behind? Where do you
sense openness to his Spirit? What questions are people asking?
This week read and reflect daily on the scripture below. Open a natural flow of conversational
prayer with the Holy Spirit as you meditate on the scriptures, inviting him to reveal himself
to you. Then gather with those who journey alongside you and interact over the discipleship
questions.

Luke 19:1-7:
Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a man
there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had
become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over
the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for
Jesus was going to pass that way.
When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he
said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today.”

5

6

Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy.

But the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they
grumbled.

7
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John 3:1-17:
There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark
one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you
to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”
3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of
God.”
4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s
womb and be born again?”
Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of
water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth
to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows
wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is
going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”
5

9

“How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked.

Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these
things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe
our testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you
possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and
returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze
snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who
believes in him will have eternal life.
10

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to
judge the world, but to save the world through him.
16
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DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS:
God is at work everywhere-- but where are you currently most sensing his presence and work?
What are some of the different ways God communicates that he’s at work somewhere?
What are some of the signs of openness we can see in people?
What are some of the ways we can engage with those who are searching for God?
Where do you sense God working right now?

EXPRESSION THROUGH ART
Create a painting or drawing that represents to you how you see God at work in the world.

ACTION STEPS
In light of this, what is God asking you to do?

How will you do this?

			
When will you do this?

Who will help you?
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PAR T 3: CHECK ING WHAT YOU ’RE HE AR ING W ITH
SCR IP TURE AND YOUR FAITH COMMUNIT Y
KEY QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU NEED TO CHECK WITH SCRIPTURE AND YOUR
COMMUNITY?
It’s possible we might think we hear God telling us to jump off a bridge.
That’s why we need to check what we’re hearing with scripture and also
with our faith community. We don’t always hear accurately. If we think
we are hearing something that doesn’t align with scripture, it’s not from
God. Don’t forget to check what you are hearing against the Word of
God, where we know God is speaking.
One thing we also forget on a regular basis is that we need other
people. We might remember at breakfast, then forget again by 9:00am.
We keep thinking we should be able to do everything on our own, and
this stubborn belief certainly extends to what we are hearing from God.

“Anyone who
doesn’t take truth
seriously in small
matters cannot be
trusted in large
ones either.”
—Albert Einstein

When we believe we are hearing something from God, after checking scripture, then next step is
to see if other people are hearing the same thing. Does it line up with what others are hearing?
Do others have a perspective on what we’re hearing that could be helpful to us? When God is
truly at work, he most often orchestrates things so we are not alone in responding to him. We
need other people.
This week read and reflect daily on the scripture below. Open a natural flow of conversational
prayer with the Holy Spirit as you meditate on the scriptures, inviting him to reveal himself
to you. Then gather with those who journey alongside you and interact over the discipleship
questions.

Acts 17:10-12:
As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving
there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more
noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12
Many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many
Greek men.
10
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Acts 6:1-7:
But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking
believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being
discriminated against in the daily distribution of food.
So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles should spend
our time teaching the word of God, not running a food program. 3 And so, brothers, select
seven men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this
responsibility. 4 Then we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”
5
Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy
Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to
the Jewish faith). 6 These seven were presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid
their hands on them.
2

So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in
Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.

7

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS:
How do you know when you are hearing from God?
What kinds of “checks” do you perform to see if you are hearing correctly?
Who do you regularly talk with about what you’re hearing from God?
How do you use scripture to help you make decisions?
Tell about a time when what you heard from God did not seem to have the backing of your
community. How did you navigate that?

ASK THREE
Ask three people you trust to give you honest, open feedback about what you are hearing from
God. Try not to become defensive: just listen. Ask follow up questions as necessary.
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ACTION STEPS
In light of this, what is God asking you to do?

How will you do this?

			
When will you do this?

Who will help you?
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PART 4: ACTING IN FAITH THROUGH LOVING OBEDIENCE
KEY QUESTION: HOW ARE YOU ACTING IN FAITH THROUGH LOVING OBEDIENCE?
The true test of faith is action. Hearing from God matters not at all if we are unwilling to take steps
based on what we are hearing. Just as knowledge without putting it to use is void, so is hearing from
God and ignoring what he is telling us.
Admittedly, this is easier said than done. There is almost always some
element of risk in our obedience, and that risk can range all to the way
from martyrdom to looking like a fool. The question is this: What is
more important to us… obeying what we are hearing from God or our
own self-interests? Our answer to this question is not theoretical; it is
borne out in our actions.

“God doesn’t require
us to succeed; he
only requires that
you try.”
—Mother Teresa

Hebrews 11:
Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance
about things we cannot see. 2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good
reputation.
By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now
see did not come from anything that can be seen.

3

It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. Abel’s offering
gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his approval of his gifts. Although Abel
is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith.

4

It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying—“he disappeared, because God
took him.” For before he was taken up, he was known as a person who pleased God. 6 And it is
impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God
exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.
5

It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed God, who
warned him about things that had never happened before. By his faith Noah condemned the rest of
the world, and he received the righteousness that comes by faith.

7

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land
that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going.

8

© 2014 Robert E. Logan 			

14

loganleadership.com

D I S C I P L E S H I P
S P I R I T U A L

G U I D E

R E S P O N S I V E N E S S

And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was
like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same promise. 10
Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and
built by God.
9

It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and was too
old. She believed that God would keep his promise. 12 And so a whole nation came from this one
man who was as good as dead—a nation with so many people that, like the stars in the sky and
the sand on the seashore, there is no way to count them.
11

All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive
what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that
they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 14 Obviously people who say such things are
looking forward to a country they can call their own. 15 If they had longed for the country they
came from, they could have gone back. 16 But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly
homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for
them.
13

It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham,
who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 18 even though God
had told him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be counted.” 19 Abraham
reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a sense,
Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.
17

20

It was by faith that Isaac promised blessings for the future to his sons, Jacob and Esau.

It was by faith that Jacob, when he was old and dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons and
bowed in worship as he leaned on his staff.
21

It was by faith that Joseph, when he was about to die, said confidently that the people of Israel
would leave Egypt. He even commanded them to take his bones with them when they left.
22

It was by faith that Moses’ parents hid him for three months when he was born. They saw that
God had given them an unusual child, and they were not afraid to disobey the king’s command.

23

It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter. 25 He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting
pleasures of sin. 26 He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the
24
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treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward. 27 It was by faith that Moses left
the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger. He kept right on going because he kept his eyes
on the one who is invisible. 28 It was by faith that Moses commanded the people of Israel to keep
the Passover and to sprinkle blood on the doorposts so that the angel of death would not kill
their firstborn sons.
It was by faith that the people of Israel went right through the Red Sea as though they were on
dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all drowned.

29

It was by faith that the people of Israel marched around Jericho for seven days, and the walls
came crashing down.

30

It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city who
refused to obey God. For she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

31

How much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. 33 By faith these people
overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut
the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword.
Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to
flight. 35 Women received their loved ones back again from death.

32

But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their
hope in a better life after the resurrection. 36 Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut
open with whips. Others were chained in prisons. 37 Some died by stoning, some were sawed in
half, and others were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats,
destitute and oppressed and mistreated. 38 They were too good for this world, wandering over
deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground.
All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them received
all that God had promised. 40 For God had something better in mind for us, so that they would
not reach perfection without us.
39
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DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS:
Tell about a time when you felt God was asking you to do something that made you afraid.
What happened?
How do you see the difference between faith and certainty?
What are some actions that you have seen God call you or others to take?
When is obedience hardest for you? When is obedience easiest?
What actions do you feel God might be calling you toward? How do you feel about that?

ACTION STEPS
In light of this, what is God asking you to do?

How will you do this?

			
When will you do this?

Who will help you?
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PART 5: LISTENING FOR GOD’S CALLING IN YOUR LIFE
KEY QUESTION: HOW ARE YOU LISTENING FOR GOD’S CALLING FOR YOUR LIFE?
The term “calling” has been interpreted many different ways. Many believers have spent years
disengaged from ministry while waiting for a supernatural communication from God. Sometimes
God gives those types of miraculous signs: the apostle Paul was practically struck by lightning
and told what to do with the rest of his life. However, that’s not the case for most of us. Yet
that doesn’t mean we don’t have a calling; it just means we have a different way of finding that
calling.
God has something for every believer to do in this life. We all have a
contribution to make toward the coming of his Kingdom. Our task is to
listen to God’s voice, to live in obedience to the commands God has
given all people, and to discern as we go what else God would have us
do. But even when we don’t have a clear direction, we are still to be in
motion. The basic principles of motion are that an object in motion tends
to stay in motion, and an object at rest tends to stay at rest.
As we move forward in obedience to what we already know to do, more
direction will be given to us by the Holy Spirit.

“An object in
motion tends to
remain in motion,
and an object
at rest tends to
remain at rest.”
—Isaac Newton,
first law of motion

Matthew 4:18-20:
One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for
they fished for a living. 19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show
you how to fish for people!” 20 And they left their nets at once and followed him.
Mark 5:18-20:
As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon possessed begged to go
with him. 19 But Jesus said, “No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has
done for you and how merciful he has been.” 20 So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of
that region and began to proclaim the great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was
amazed at what he told them.
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Ephesians 4:1-6:
Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you
have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making
allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves
united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace. 4 For there is one body and one
Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future. 5 There is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, 6 and one God and Father, who is over all and in all and living through all.
Philippians 3:12-14:
I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that
I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that
perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear
brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing:
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press
on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which
God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.
1 Timothy 6:12:
Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life
to which God has called you, which you have confessed so well before
many witnesses.

“A dead thing
goes with the
stream, but only a
living thing can go
against it.”
G.K. Chesterton,
The Everlasting
Man

DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS:
How do you understand God’s call for your life?
What are some of the things he calls all believers to?
How will you discern those things he is calling you specifically to?
What practices can help you seek out God’s calling in your life?
How do God’s calling and your desires fit together?
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EXERCISE:
What do you already know God wants you to do? Search the scriptures for commands. Write
down as many as you can.

ACTION STEPS
In light of this, what is God asking you to do?

How will you do this?

			
When will you do this?

Who will help you?
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WHAT’S NEXT?
So you’ve completed this guide. What now? Is there another dimension of discipleship you need
to zoom in on? If so, which one?
Because the Dimensions of Discipleship guides aren’t meant to be used in any particular order,
it’s up to you to do some listening to the Holy Spirit. Take a look at the big picture and decide
where God is leading you next. With a holistic system, it’s always a surprise. No matter which
guide you choose next, you’re engaged in an ongoing action-reflection process as you continue
living incarnationally and missionally.
Maybe what’s next isn’t another Dimensions of Discipleship guide. Here are a few other options:

	You can move on to a similar series: The Journey Together Now guides. You can find out
more about these downloadable guides at www.loganleadership.com.
	If you have a friend or mentor you’ve been going through these guides with—or if you’d
like to begin discipling someone, you can start an online coaching relationship at 		
www.mycoachlog.com: a tool to help you stay on track, reflect on what God is doing,
and celebrate progress.
	You may be ready to engage in a more formal coaching relationship with someone who
can challenge you to the next level of missional living and leadership. Check out 		
www.loganleadership.com for information on coaching.

No matter what’s next for you, continue to grow in the ways you follow Jesus into your
continuing journey of discipleship.
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